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BETTER
TOGETHER
DAVE AND KAREN JENNINGS’ 1956 NOMAD AND SHASTA
TRAVEL TRAILER ARE A WINNING COMBINATION

If owning a vintage car is a great hobby,

owning a vintage car and a matching travel

trailer makes a great hobby even better. At

least that’s been the experience of Dave and

Karen Jennings of Mission Viejo, who own

both a 1956 Chevy Bel Air Nomad station

wagon and a matching Shasta travel trailer of

the same year.

“With the Nomad and the trailer, it opens up

the door for absolutely everyone to come up

and start talking,” Karen says. “It’s a

conversation piece.”

Her husband, Dave, a big-rig driver for

Albertson’s, agrees and notes that “Nothing

beats the looks” they get when driving the

matching vehicles. And that’s

understandable. The turquoise- and-white

wagon and trailer exude eye-catching 1950s

styling that’s impossible to ignore. For Dave,

acquisition of the Nomad was the fulfillment

of a longtime dream dating back to the days

when he was a young surfer growing up on

the Palos Verdes Peninsula. In fact, a friend’s

parents owned a ‘55 Nomad the boys used

as a surf wagon. 

“They ended up giving that Nomad to my

friend,” Dave says, and recalls driving up the

coast in the classy Chevy. For a surfer in

those days, it was a fantastic ride.

Later, Dave moved to Hermosa Beach and

recalled seeing surfer Dave Nueva drive by in

a turquoise-and-white 1956 Nomad. The

sighting proved an inspiration to the young

surfer. “I made up my mind I was going to

own a Nomad one day,” he says. From that

time on, the Nomad became his dream car.




